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L.C.C. itself had women in the chairs of three of its
most important committees. Admission to the magis-
tracy (which, together with the duty of jury service,
resulted from the Act of 1919, referred to above) has
also borne fruit, for there are now about 2,000 women
J.P/s out of a total of 23,000. In the courts, as on the
local councils, women have a special work to do, since
the type of woman who is appointed or elected
has usually undertaken some voluntary philanthropic
activity, giving her a better insight than the successful
business man or territorial magnate into the lives and
troubles of the poor. It is now officially recommended
that a Children's Court should, wherever possible,
include a woman magistrate.
In the professions women have extended their sphere
from teaching and medicine, where alone they were to
be found in any numbers before the war, to practically
everything. It is said that the only census classifications
in which no women are reported are the Armed
Forces and the Roman Catholic and Anglican priest-
hoods. As regards the paid public services, nursing
has always been women's work: one result of their
enfranchisement is an improvement in its status. The
health service in general is now thrown open to them,
and they are commonly found acting as sanitary
inspectors and health visitors—local government
officials whose work is of the highest importance. The
women police are, as an institution, more prominent;
suffice it to say that their services In the protection of
women and children are so obviously valuable that a
total of two to three hundred, about half of whom are
in the Metropolitan Police alone, appears inadequate.
In the war of 1939-45 British women made a larger
proportionate contribution to the national effort than

